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got a separate place for cooking. A few Hindu passengers,
were going from Calcutta to Colombo, and they used to>
do their cooking in one of these kitchens after the servants
had finished theirs. The servants draw their own drinking
water. On every deck two pumps are fixed ag-ainst the
wall, one on each side ; the one is for sweet and the
other for salt water, and the Mohammedans draw sweet
water from this for their own use. Those Hindus who*
have no objection to taking pipe-water can very easily go on
these ships to England and elsewhere, observing all their
orthodoxy in matters of food and drink. They can get a1
kitchen, and drinking water free from the touch of any,,
and even the bathing water need not be touched by any-
body else; all kinds of food such as rice, pulse, vege-
tables, fish, meat, milk, and ghee are available on the-
ship, especially on these ships where mostly Indians are
employed, to whom rice, pulse, radish, cabbage, and
potato, etc. have to be supplied every day. The one
thing necessary is money. With money you can proceed
anywhere alone, observing full orthodoxy.
These Bengali servants are employed nowadays in
almost all ships that ply between Calcutta and Europe*.
They are gradually forming into a class by themselves.
Several nautical terms also are being coined by them ; for
instance, the captain is termed bariwallah (landlord); the
officer malim; the mast *d6F ; a sail sarh ; bring down-
aria ; raise habish (heave), etc.
The body of lascars and coalmen have each a head:
who is called serang, under whom are two or three
tindah, and under these come the lascars and coalmen..
The head of the khansamas, or "boys", is the butler,
over whom there is a European steward. The lascars*-
wash and cleanse the ship, throw or wind up the cablesr
set down or lift the boats and hoist or strike sail (though
this last is a rare occurrence in steamships) and do similar
kind of work. The Serang and the Tindal are always